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Unit: Six / Lesson: 6   
 

From a Railway Carriage 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
Faster than fairies, faster than witches,  
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches; 
And charging along like troops in a battle 
All through the meadows the horses and cattle: 
All of the sights of the hill and the plain 
Fly as thick as driving rain: 
And ever again, in the wink of an eye,  
Painted stations whistle by. 
Here is a child who clambers and scrambles,  
All by himself and gathering brambles; 
Here is a tramp who stands and gazes; 
And here is the green for stringing daisies! 
Here is a cart runaway in the road  
Lumping along with man and load; 
And here is a mill, and there is a river: 
Each a glimpse and gone forever! 
 

একটি রেলগাড়ি রেকক 
 

পরী থেকে দ্রুত, যাদুেকরর থেক়েও দ্রুত, 

ব্রীজ আর বাড়ি, থঝাপঝা়ি আর নালা; 

এবং যুকের সৈনযকদর মকতা দ্রুত েকল যাকে 

ঘাকৈর মাকে থঘা়িা এবং গবাডদ পশুর পাল; 

পাহা়ি আর ৈমতল জডমর ৈমস্ত দৃশ্য 

বৃষ্টির মকতা দ্রুত েকল যা়ে; 

এবং বার বার, এে ঝপোকন, 

থপইন্ট েরা থেশ্নগুকলা ছুকে েকল। 

এখাকন এেষ্টে ডশ্শু আকছ, থয েক়ি ওকে আর োলমাোল হ়ে, 

এবং এো এো বনৈী শ্াখা েু়িাকে; 

এখাকন এেষ্টে থবও়োডরশ্ বযক্তি দাাঁড়িক়ে তাডেক়ে আকছ; 

এবং এখাকন থদইক্তজ ফুকলর শ্াাঁখা গাাঁোর জনয ৈবুজ ঘাৈ! 

এখাকন এেষ্টে োেট রাস্তা়ে runaway হকে, 

মানুষ এবং মাল ডনক়ে ধীকর ধীকর েলােল েরকছ; 

এবং এখাকন এেষ্টে ম়েদান, এবং থৈখাকন এেষ্টে নদী: 

প্রকতযেো দৃশ্য থদখা থগল আর ডেরডদকনর জনয েকল থগল! 

 

 

Paraphrase 
 

In the poem "From a Railway Carriage", the 
poet describes the experience of traveling in a 
fast-moving train. As the train speeds along, 
everything outside — such as bridges, houses, 
fields, horses, and cattle — passes by so quickly 
that it’s like they are flying. The poet compares 
it to soldiers rushing in a battle. The scenery, 
including stations and people, flashes by in an 
instant. The poet also describes seeing a child 
picking flowers, a wanderer gazing at the view, 
and a cart slowly moving on the road. The 
images come and go so fast that they are 
almost forgotten immediately. The poem 
shows the speed and fleeting nature of life 
from a train window. 

েডবতাষ্টেকত েডব থরলগাড়ির দ্রুত গডতকত েলার 

অডিজ্ঞতা বর্ টনা েকরকছন। যখন থেন দ্রুত েকল, 

বাইকরর ৈব ডেছু—থযমন ডব্রজ, বাড়ি, মাে, থঘা়িা এবং 

গবাডদ পশু—এত দ্রুত েকল যা়ে থয থৈগুকলা উক়ি 

যাও়োর মকতা মকন হ়ে। েডব এষ্টেকে যুকের সৈনযকদর 

দ্রুত েলার ৈাকে তুলনা েকরকছন। দৃশ্যগুকলা, থযমন 

থেশ্ন এবং মানুষ, এে ঝলকেই েকল যা়ে। েডব এেষ্টে 

ডশ্শু থদখকত পান থয এো এো ফুল েু়িাকে, এেজন 

ডিকু্ষে দা াঁড়িক়ে আকছ, এবং এেষ্টে োেট ধীকর ধীকর 

েলকত োকে। ৈব দৃশ্য এত দ্রুত েকল যা়ে থয থৈগুকলা 

মুহকূত টই িুকল যাও়ো যা়ে। েডবতাষ্টে থরলগাড়ির জানালা 

থেকে বাইকরর দৃকশ্যর দ্রুত পডরবতটন এবং ৈমক়ের 

অনাডবল অনুিূডতকে ফুষ্টেক়ে থতাকল। 
 

 

 

Question & Answer 
 

1. Who is the poet of the poem "From a Railway Carriage"? 
The poet of the poem is Robert Louis Stevenson, a famous Scottish writer known for his works like  
Treasure Island and A Child's Garden of Verse. 
 
2. What is moving faster than fairies and witches in the poem? 
In the poem, the train is moving faster than fairies and witches. The poet uses this comparison to 
emphasize the incredible speed of the train. 
 
3. What kinds of things does the poet see as the train moves? 
As the train moves, the poet sees various things, including bridges, houses, hedges, ditches, and the 
meadows filled with horses and cattle. He also sees children, tramps, and a cart moving along the road. 
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4. What comparison does the poet make about the speed of the train? 
The poet compares the speed of the train to troops in a battle, charging forward quickly. This shows 
how fast the train is moving, almost as if it’s in a rush like soldiers during a battle. 
 
5. What animals does the poet mention in the poem? 
The poet mentions horses and cattle as he describes the animals moving in the meadows. He also briefly 
refers to squirrels hiding their nuts in the grass. 
 
6. What happens to the sights the poet sees? 
The sights the poet sees are fleeting and pass by quickly, almost as fast as the driving rain. Everything is 
seen in a flash and disappears forever, as the train moves rapidly.  
 
7. How does the poet describe the passing of the painted stations? 
The poet describes the painted stations as "whistling by", which means they pass by so quickly that you 
hardly notice them. The stations appear and disappear in the blink of an eye.  
 
8. What is the child doing in the poem? 
The child is climbing and scrambling, moving around by himself, and gathering brambles (wild plants 
with thorns). The child seems to be engaged in a small, independent activity in the scenery.  
 
9. What is the tramp doing in the poem? 
The tramp is standing and gazing, looking at the passing scenery as the train moves by. He is observing 
the world around him while the train rushes past. 
 
10. What is the child gathering in the poem? 
The child is gathering brambles, which are wild plants with thorns. This is part of his activity as he 
explores the natural world around him. 
11. What is the green used for in the poem? 
The green (likely grass or fields) is used for stringing daisies. This refers to a common childhood activity 
where children pick daisies and thread them together to make chains.  
 
12. What happens to the cart in the poem? 
The cart is described as runaway on the road, meaning it is moving by itself, possibly because the horse 
pulling it has stopped or the cart is abandoned. The cart moves along with the man and load in it, but it 
appears to be moving slowly. 
 
13. What does the poet see when passing the mill and river? 
As the train passes, the poet sees a mill and a river. These are simple, peaceful images of rural life, but 
they are seen only for a moment as the train moves quickly past them. 
 
14. How does the poet describe the scenes he sees from the train? 
The poet describes the scenes as fleeting glimpses, seen for only a moment before they disappear 
forever. The passing images are fast and numerous, almost like a blur of nature and people that are gone 
as soon as they are seen. 
 
15. What is the poet’s message about how quickly time passes in the poem? 
The poet’s message is that time moves very quickly, just like the train, and the experiences and sights 
we encounter in life can pass by in the blink of an eye. This suggests that we should appreciate the 
moment and take time to enjoy life’s fleeting beauty.  
 

16. What is the main theme of the poem? 
The main theme of the poem is the speed of life and how quickly time passes. The poet uses the imagery 
of a fast-moving train to show that moments, people, and experiences can come and go in an instant, 
leaving only fleeting memories behind. The poem also reflects on how we may miss the beauty of the 
world around us if we don't take the time to slow down and appreciate it.  


